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Mr. BOEHNER. Will the gentleman 

yield? 
Mr. HOYER. We can’t be helpful or, 

frankly, we can’t know what is going 
on if we are not in the room. 

I would be glad to yield to my friend. 
Mr. BOEHNER. I appreciate my 

friend yielding. The gentleman has 
been involved in a number of con-
ferences himself over his long and dis-
tinguished career here in the House. 
And you realize that at some point, 
getting the basic framework or at least 
some beginning framework together 
amongst the principals, the committee 
Chairs, is essential before bringing 
other Members into this. 

The chairman of the conference, Sen-
ator ENZI, and I have talked about this 
on several occasions, and I am very 
confident that you, all Members will 
have an opportunity to participate be-
cause it has been clear, as it is in all 
conferences that I am in, that nothing 
is agreed to until everything is agreed 
to. And so the gentleman should have 
no fears. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Leader, I hope that 
is accurate. I understand that in any 
conference, the chairman of the con-
ference ought to take the position that 
unless all things are agreed to the con-
ference is not closed on other issues 
that might have been tentatively 
agreed to. But if, frankly, our side of 
the aisle is not included, does not have 
the opportunity to put our input into 
the issues, very frankly, too often, I 
have been here a long time. You are 
right, and I have been in a lot of con-
ferences. And those have been real con-
ferences. They have not been con-
ferences that one side has agreed on, 
comes to the conference and says it’s 
done. 

The leader looks at me somewhat dis-
paragingly or at least incredulously 
that there haven’t been such con-
ferences that occurred prior to the 
leadership of the Republican Party. I 
understand what he is saying, but this 
is a pattern, Mr. Leader. We have 
talked about it on a regular basis. And 
it is not good for this institution. 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. HOYER. I yield to the leader. 
Mr. BOEHNER. I appreciate the con-

cerns raised by my friend from Mary-
land, but I need to remind my col-
leagues that the Pension Protection 
Act passed right before Christmas with 
almost 300 votes. There was broad bi-
partisan support for this bill, and it is 
my intention to maintain that broad 
bipartisan support for an eventual con-
ference report. And the gentleman has 
my word that all Members will have 
their opportunity to be engaged in this 
conference report. 

Mr. HOYER. Reclaiming my time, I 
appreciate the representation of the 
leader, and I take him at his word. I 
have found his word to be good in the 
past. I certainly take him at his word, 
and I thank him for that. 

Mr. BOEHNER. It still is. 
Mr. HOYER. No doubt in my mind. I 

am not going to quote Ronald Reagan. 

AMENDMENT PROCESS FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 4943, PRE-
VENTION OF FRAUDULENT AC-
CESS TO PHONE RECORDS ACT 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. The Committee 
on Rules may meet the week of May 1 
to grant a rule which could limit the 
amendment process for floor consider-
ation of H.R. 4943, the Prevention of 
Fraudulent Access to Phone Records 
Act. The Committee on Energy and 
Commerce ordered the bill reported 
and filed its report with the House on 
March 16. 

Any Member wishing to offer an 
amendment should submit 55 copies of 
the amendment and one copy of a brief 
explanation of the amendment to the 
Rules Committee in room H–312 of the 
Capitol by 2 p.m. on Tuesday, May 2, 
2006. Members should draft their 
amendments to the text of the bill as 
reported by the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

Members should use the Office of 
Legislative Counsel to ensure that 
their amendments are drafted in the 
most appropriate format and should 
check with the Office of the Parliamen-
tarian to be certain their amendments 
comply with the rules of the House. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, MAY 
1, 2006, AND HOUR OF MEETING 
ON TUESDAY, MAY 2, 2006 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at noon on Monday next, and fur-
ther, that when the House adjourns on 
that day, it adjourn to meet at 12:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, May 2, 2006, for morn-
ing hour debate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent that the busi-
ness in order under the Calendar 
Wednesday rule be dispensed with on 
Wednesday next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF THE NATIONAL 
ARBOR DAY FOUNDATION AND 
NATIONAL ARBOR DAY 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Government Reform be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 
383) supporting the goals and ideals of 
the National Arbor Day Foundation 
and National Arbor Day, and ask for its 
immediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I 
reserve the right to object. 

(Mr. FORTENBERRY asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, in 
1872 an outstanding Nebraskan, J. Ster-
ling Morton, began the tradition of 
Arbor Day to encourage tree planting. 
One hundred years later, another out-
standing Nebraskan, John Rosenow, 
founded the National Arbor Day Foun-
dation to promote Morton’s original 
goals. Today, I have the pleasure of 
honoring the fruits of their labor. 
There are over 1 million members of 
this organization nationwide. 

These two visionary leaders recog-
nized that the simple action of plant-
ing a tree can protect the environment 
and provide resources and beauty for 
generations to come. Thanks to their 
efforts and inspiration, today America 
is a much greener, healthier, and more 
beautiful place. Because of their fore-
sight, people from around the world 
enjoy a better quality of life. The 
planting of trees is a great reminder of 
our duty to take responsible actions 
now that will benefit our children and 
our grandchildren later. 

b 1800 
As J. Sterling Morton noted, ‘‘Each 

generation of humanity takes the 
Earth as trustees.’’ 

The resolution I introduced, House 
Concurrent Resolution 383, supports 
the goals and ideals of National Arbor 
Day and the National Arbor Day Foun-
dation. I would like to begin expressing 
my sincere appreciation to the distin-
guished gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
DAVIS), the chairman of the Committee 
on Government Reform; and the distin-
guished gentleman from California 
(Mr. WAXMAN), the ranking member of 
the committee, for their help in bring-
ing this resolution to the floor. 

This resolution honors National 
Arbor Day, which our country will cel-
ebrate tomorrow. I encourage my col-
leagues and others to join in the cele-
bration by planting a tree or by taking 
part in Arbor Day activities nation-
wide. By doing so, we can carry on the 
spirit and the tradition of J. Sterling 
Morton, who once observed, ‘‘Other 
holidays repose on the past. Arbor Day 
proposes for the future.’’ 

I urge support for this resolution. 
Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my reserva-

tion of objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

DAVIS of Kentucky). Is there objection 
to the request of the gentleman from 
Nebraska? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the concurrent reso-

lution, as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 383 

Whereas the National Arbor Day Founda-
tion was founded in 1972 and now has nearly 
1,000,000 members; 
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